Museum of the Rockies dinosaur
exhibit opens in Japan
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Millions of visitors are expected to see an exhibit on current dinosaur research from the Museum of the Rockies that is scheduled to tour

throughout Asia over the next three years. The exhibition opened earlier this month at the Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur Museum in Japan.

The exhibition, containing many casts of fossils from the Museum of the Rockies (MOR) and around 15 actual fossils from the MOR

collection, includes "Custer," the world's largest T.rex skull.

"Visitors to the exhibition will know these fossils come from Montana, the Museum of the Rockies and Montana State University. This is an

incredible opportunity for us to share Montana's treasures with an international audience," said Shelley McKamey, MOR executive director.

The Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur Museum is expecting around 300,000 visitors in three months this sum mer while the exhibit is on display. For
comparison, the Museum of the Rockies sees roughly 150,000 visitors for an entire year. Once the exhibition leaves Fukui, it will travel to

more than seven other museums throughout Japan, Taiwan, and possibly Singapore and mainland China.
"Dinosaurs are one way kids can begin to get excited about science," said Jack Horner, MOR curator and regents professor of paleontology.

"The kids that see this exhibition may be the same ones solving bigger scientific challenges such as nuclear power concerns, tsunami safety,

and other regional issues in the future. We hope this exhibit will inspire those learners," Horner said.
The MOR team was committed to ensuring that the exhibition opened on time and as planned for the Japanese.

"W e felt this exhibition was too important not to travel to Japan even in light of the recent earthquakes," McKamey said. "The people of Fukui

definitely seemed to appreciate that we honored our commitment to this partnership.”

This is the first time MOR has put on a traveling exhibit on the maturation of dinosaurs from juveniles to adults, and it has been more than 20

years since the museum sent any of its collection out of the United States.

"This is the most cutting-edge dinosaur research currently out there, and we are thrilled to share these findings in such an exciting way to an
international audience. In addition, we are planning a similar exhibit to tour in the United States beginning in the fall of 2012," MOR exhibits

director Pat Leiggi said.

Under the direction of Horner, all the research that is contained in the exhibition has already been on display at the Museum of the Rockies.

Horner's intention is to always have the most recent research available to the local community first before sending it abroad.



Curating the exhibition for the Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur Museum is Masateru Shibata, a former MSU student and protégé of Horner's.
Shibata translated Horner's lecture on the weekend of the opening. Horner also spent time with Japanese paleontologists, including Shibata,

sharing research, visiting a dig site and discussing current findings and practices in paleontology.

"I think | can speak for both the Japanese and myself when | say how pleased we were with the educational opportunity this provided

between Japan and the U.S. in the field of paleontology,” Horner said.



